
UNIFIED REPOSITORY AND TOOLS, MULTIPLE DEPLOYMENT PLATFORMS

AMF uses the ARCAD Software suite to secure the coherence
of its developments and team progression

ARCAD's single, common Repository and the reliability of ARCAD's tools
give AMF important advantages in its IT.

Founded in 1936 by
Certified Public Accounts, the
Assurance Mutuelle des
Fonctionnaires (AMF) was inten-
ded to insure members of that
profession. Since then, the AMF
has opened up to other sectors
of civil service and the State,
Territory, and Hospital fields. It
has become the benchmark

mutual benefit society for the
public sector. The AMF has
310,000 current contracts for
171,100 members. In 2004, the
AMF had €71 million in turnover.
As a direct insurer, AMF offers fire,
accident and general risk
contracts and has partner
mutual benefit societies for
health guarantee work.
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It all started with the Y2K bug

Except for financial
management, which is handled
by other software, the AMF uses
internally developed manage-
ment software. The system was
developed by a 12-member
Information Technology Studies
team in an iSeries environment.
This is essentially used for
contract and damages manage-
ment. These applications, which
are specific to the insurance
field, include thousands of pro-
grams and over 4 million lines
of RPG code. The development
team maintains the system and
develops it continuously. Like
every other company, in 1999
the AMF looked into the issue of
handling the transition to the
Year 2000. Impact analyses and
reliability were crucial. 

At that time, the AMF
adopted ARCAD Observer and

the other tools in the ARCAD
suite. "We chose the ARCAD
tools because they were the
only ones on the market that
handled ILE  languages,"
explains Daniel Leulier, the AMF
Information Systems Director. 

ARCAD Observer helped Mr.
Leulier perform reliable impact
analyses to prepare for the Y2K
transition, and to generate
accurate technical documenta-
tion of his applications. Then,
thanks to ARCAD Transformer,
the necessary modifications
were made automatically to all
the programs. 

"The ARCAD tools have
demonstrated their extreme
reliability," remarks Leulier. "We
were able to shift all our appli-
cations in one night thanks to
ARCAD's tools, for the Year 2000
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Daniel Leulier.
The AMF Information
Systems Director.

"We chose the ARCAD tools
because they were the only
ones on the market that
handled ILE1 languages," ...
"The ARCAD tools have
demonstrated their extreme
reliabilit y," remarks Leulier.
"We were able to shift all our
applications in one night
thanks to ARCAD's tools, for
the Year 2000 and the Euro
transition."
Daniel Leulier1On the iSeries, ILE languages

(RPG, Cobol, CL, C, etc.) replace
the older OPM languages. They
are based on assembling modu-
les in programs. Because of this,
they allow mixing of different
ILE languages and encourage
event-driven programming.



Today, in addition to
the usual applications, the AMF
iSeries (now an i5) also hosts a
WAS (WebSphere Application
Server) and a Domino server
that handles the mail system ,
the Web, and workflow. The
development team has been
trained on new technologies,
and an all-new Web site, enti-
rely developed in Java, was
recently transferred to produc-
tion. As of now, the team uses
WebSphere Developer Studio
client (WDSc), a development
environment based on Eclipse
that allows development of tra-
ditional applications (5250) and
e-business applications.  The
AMF has set up an effective
architecture, assigning all data
presentation tasks to Java and
the Web (this part is hosted in
the iSeries IFS [Integrated File
System]), while calculations
and data processing reside on
the server. 

"The major advantage of the
ARCAD tools is their ability to
generate a single repository
regardless of the deployment
platform.  This was combined
with ARCAD plug-ins added to
WDSc and Eclipse that provide
access to a single development
environment," adds Bruno
Vessella. "The developers are all

speaking the same language,
and using the same tools even
if they develop applications
that will be used in different
environments. We have made
enormous gains in team cohe-
sion. By using ARCAD and
native iSeries tools we let our
development teams work
either in traditional format or
with new technology," com-
ments Daniel Leulier. 

Mr. Leulier concludes,
"In about 6 months, our appli-
cation set has developed consi-
derably and become more
substantial, integrating new
applications like the Web, work-
flow, and our  mail system. At
the same time, our developers
have integrated the new tech-
nologies and evolved toward a
common development envi-
ronment for all deployment
platforms. The fact that we
could do this without adding
too much staff is largely due to
the reliability, automation, and
framework provided by the
ARCAD tools."

A Step Further
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and the Euro transition." In the
latter case, for example, 1000
programs and 800 files were
handled entirely automatically
in a single night. 

In parallel with these tools, the
AMF also uses ARCAD-Skipper
to manage its program versions.
"In a multi-developer environ-
ment like ours, it is very impor-
tant to document versions and
be able to trace the history,"
explains Bruno Vessella, Project
Manager at the AMF. "All the

ARCAD tools are based on a sin-
gle repository called ARCAD-
Open Repository, which avoids
conflicting modifications and
other version  errors."

"All the ARCAD tools are
based on a single reposi-
tory called ARCAD Open-
Repository, which avoids
conflic ting modific ations
and other version  errors."
Bruno Vessella, 
Project Manager at the AMF.

"In about 6 months, our
application set has develo-
ped considerably and
become more substantial ,
integrating new applica-
tions like the Web, work-
flow, and our  mail system.
At the same time, our deve-
lopers have integrated the
new technologies and evol-
ved toward a common
development environment
for all deployment plat-
forms. The fact that we
could do this without
adding too much staff is lar-
gely due to the reliabilit y,
automation, and frame-
work provided by the
ARCAD tools."
Daniel Leulier
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PRIMARY FEATURES INSTALLED

ARCAD's tools work in conjunction with WDSc (WebSphere Developer
Studio client) and Eclipse using plug-ins so that developers share a sin-
gle development interface, regardless of the deployment environment.

ARCAD Open-Repository is the heart of this system. The Repository offers
both a functional and technical overview of the entire information sys-
tem, in any execution platform.

Sof tw are version c on tr ol with 
complet e traceabilit y of changes .

ARCAD-Skipper

ARCAD-Observer

ARCAD-Transformer: 
Mass sour ce code tr ansforma tion.

ARCAD-Customer

Impac t analy ses and applica tion
mining .

Managemen t of user change
requests/inciden t repor ts.
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